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±ŜǊƳƻƴǘΩǎ ¦ƴƛversal Recycling law is working. 

¶ Trash disposal decreased 5% statewide from 2014 to 2015 

¶ Recycling and composting increased by 11,793 tons from 2014 to 2015 (2%);  

¶ Food donation grew by nearly 40% from 2015-2016, according to the Vermont 

Foodbank; and 

¶ More Vermonters have access to recycling collection than ever before. 
 

  

άAfter decades of landfilling more than two-thirds of ±ŜǊƳƻƴǘΩǎ 

materials, it is appropriate to shift our focus to recycling, food donation, 

and composting.έ 

                                                        - Cathy Jamieson, Solid Waste Program Manager 
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±ŜǊƳƻƴǘΩǎ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎŀƭ wŜŎȅŎƭƛƴƎ ƭŀǿ 
(Act 148) was unanimously passed by 
the Legislature in 2012 in response to 
ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǎǘŀƎƴŀƴǘ ǊŜŎȅŎƭƛƴƎ ǊŀǘŜǎ 
that had hovered around 30-36% for 
nearly two decades.  As much as 50% 
ƻŦ ±ŜǊƳƻƴǘŜǊΩǎ ǘǊŀǎƘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ 
recyclable or compostable materials 
like food scraps and leaf and yard 
debris.  With concern over wasting 
valuable natural resources and the 
impact of this waste on global climate 
change, the stage was set to boost 
recycling and launch statewide 
composting. 
 

 

 

 
1 DEC completes waste composition studies approximately every 5 years.  2013 was the most recent study with the next 
to be completed in 2018. 
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¶ Decrease waste disposal and increase recycling and composting; 

¶ Protect the environment, conserve natural resources and reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions; 

¶ Provide consistent and convenient recycling and composting services 
statewide; and 

¶ Incentivize investment in recycling, food donation, and organics 
diversion to build businesses and jobs that ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ ±ŜǊƳƻƴǘΩǎ 
economy. 
 

The goals of Universal Recycling are to decrease the amount of waste disposed and ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ 
recycling and composting rate through a phased in timeline that started in 2012 and finishes in 2020.  
Recycling materials conserves resources while reducing energy consumption and greenhouse gas emissions.  
The law achieves this by providing more consistent and convenient services for recycling and composting 
services, wherever trash is managed, throughout the state.  
 
In addition, this legislation sends clear signals to both the private and public sector that recyclable and organic 
materials (food scraps/leaf and yard debris) will be available, which incentivizes investment in recycling, food 
donation, animal feeding, composting, and anaerobic digestion businesses, infrastructure and services.  This 
in effect puts our waste to work as part of a circular economy that ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜǎ ǘƻ ±ŜǊƳƻƴǘΩǎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ 
economy and green jobs rather than causing harm.  The Agency of Natural Resources, Department of 
Environmental Conservation (DEC), is tasked with implementing Universal Recycling.  
  

Employees sort recycling for market, at the CƘƛǘǘŜƴŘŜƴ {ƻƭƛŘ ²ŀǎǘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ Materials 

Recovery Facility in Williston. 
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1. RECYCLING REBOOT & ORGANICS EMPHASIS:  The law bans the disposal of baseline 

recyclables (2015), leaf/yard/clean wood debris (2016), and food scraps (in phases culminating in full 

ban in 2020).  Baseline recyclables include the statewide six: paper (mail, magazines, newspaper, office 

paper, paper bags, and box board); cardboard; aluminum (cans, foil, and pie tins); steel cans; glass 

bottles and jars; and hard plastic bottles and containers #1 and #2.  

2. RECYCLING/COMPOSTING SERVICES: The law requires transfer stations and haulers 

that collect trash to also offer collection services for baseline recyclables, leaf and yard debris, and 
food scraps. Haulers and facilities can charge for these services, but the purpose is to make recycling 
and composting as easy and convenient as trash disposal. 

3. PAY AS YOU THROW: Requires residential trash costs to be charged using Pay As You Throw 

pricing.  Residents must be charged using volume or weight based pricing such as paying by the bag, by 
the cart or dumpster, or by the pound. Like paying for gas by the gallon, this incentivizes recycling and 
composting resulting in less trash disposal. 

4. PUBLIC SPACE RECYCLING: Requires publicly owned buildings and spaces, such as state 

buildings and parks, schools, town offices and town parks to offer a recycling container next to every 
trash container. 

 

  


